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DELEGATION — JAPAN VISIT 

Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [5.38 pm]: It is with great regret that I make this 
statement in response to the extraordinary words delivered in this place a short time ago by Hon Lynn MacLaren. 
It is a pity that she is away on urgent parliamentary business and unable to hear this response, because she came 
into this place with a series of half-baked conspiracy theories that smeared a bunch of members, including 
myself, unfairly and unreasonably, in my opinion. I hope Hon Lynn MacLaren reflects on this statement when 
she reads it and is able to see that what she did was effectively unconscionable. I will leave it up to her what she 
does after that. 

Hon Lynn MacLaren talks about transparency. How much more transparent is it than for five members of 
Parliament to stand in the Legislative Council, the people’s house, the Parliament of Western Australia, and 
report on a trip that they conducted to Japan? I would have thought it was as transparent as any other mechanism. 
That happened this morning. Again, I note with some regret that Hon Lynn MacLaren was not here to hear that, 
but she was again obviously away on urgent parliamentary business and I accept that that happens to all of us. 
From a transparency point of view, we could not have been more transparent. 

From another point of view, some supposed financing or payment from proponents of particular technologies, 
particular businesses or particular proposals: I put it on the record that I had no such approach at any point in 
time; I had no such financing. I leave it up to my colleagues who went with me to discuss their own 
arrangements, but I am sure that they had no such issue. I know these people and I know their integrity. 

What Hon Lynn MacLaren has done is piece together a whole series of bits and bobs of information that has 
come to her, in a third and fourth-hand manner, and she has created, as I said earlier, a conspiracy theory that just 
does not stand up to scrutiny. 

When I was in Japan, I did run into a couple of mayors from Perth metropolitan councils—one was the Mayor of 
the City of Fremantle; the other was, I think, the Mayor of the City of Cockburn. I did not know either of those 
gentlemen prior to running into them. I bumped into them for no more than 10 or 15 minutes. They were there at 
around the same time, looking at waste-to-energy plants. I think that was the main focus of their trip. So 
Hon Lynn MacLaren can ask them who funded those trips. I am sure they have mechanisms to let people know 
who funded them. I did not see the Mayor of the City of Kwinana. I do not know the Mayor of Kwinana, so I do 
not know how that person’s trip was funded; I think the Mayor of Kwinana is a she, from memory. I did see the 
chief executive officer of the City of Kwinana there, but it was a completely different trip. 

All Hon Lynn MacLaren had to do was come up and ask. We were as transparent as humanly possible. We stood 
in this place and talked about it. But, instead of doing that, Hon Lynn MacLaren cobbled together, as I said, bits 
and bobs of information and came into this place and conflated that into something that it is not. It is offensive 
and it is reprehensible to treat members of Parliament in that way. That is why I was not going to sit here today 
and cop that without responding. So I call on Hon Lynn MacLaren—who as I have noted is away on urgent 
parliamentary business—to come back into this place at some point and apologise for the smear that she made on 
me and my colleagues about supposedly having a trip funded by a proponent of some business plan. 

I point out to the house that had Hon Lynn MacLaren had the opportunity to hear my speech earlier today about 
that visit, she would have heard that I, for one, came back not as a proponent of the waste-to-energy plant. I 
certainly am not—I think I used the word—a proselytiser for it. I am nowhere near convinced that it stacks up 
economically in any way, shape or form yet. I wish the proponents luck, as I do with almost every business 
enterprise that has a good idea. I hope it comes together for them. But I am certainly yet to be convinced. I am 
also very conscious of the fact that the Mindarie Regional Council in my own area is looking at these plants. 
Therefore, I will be taking a particular interest in whether these things are a good idea financially, and I came 
back a lot better informed having seen that one plant on one afternoon as part of an overall visit to Japan, visiting 
other places. 

Hon Lynn MacLaren—make no bones about it—the visit from the Western Australian members of Parliament 
was not a visit to look at waste to energy exclusively. Waste to energy was a very, very small component. From 
my perspective, it was not funded in any way by any proponent of a waste-to-energy plant, and I reject any 
smear to the contrary. We have been fully transparent about not only our travels, but our knowledge, and we 
have tried to share that knowledge with the house and with the public of Western Australia. 

I believe that for the integrity of this place, Hon Lynn MacLaren should do the honourable thing and come back 
into this place in time and apologise for the outrageous smear that she delivered here earlier this afternoon. 
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